
Green-e Governance Board Meeting 
Friday, February 2, 2007, 9:30 AM Pacific 

 
Attendees 
 
Virgil Welch, Environmental Defense 
Rachel Shimshak, Renewable Northwest Project 
Lori Bird, National Renewable Energy Laboratory 
Susan Innis, Western Resource Advocates 
Matt Freedman, The Utility Regulatory Network 
Jan Hamrin, Center for Resource Solutions  
Audrey Chang, Natural Resources Defense Council 
Rita Kilpatrick, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
Erin Meezan, Interface, Inc. 
Michael Vickerman, RENEW Wisconsin 
Karl Rabago, AES 
Michael Brown, Santee Cooper – UGPAC Chair  
Rob Harmon, Bonneville Environmental Foundation – PMAC Chair  
 
1. Review and Adopt Agenda.  Welcome New Green-e Board Members 
 
-We welcome two new Green-e Governance Board members.  Betsy Blaisdell of 
Timberland Company stepped down from the Green-e Board and has been replaced by 
Erin Meezan of Interface Inc.  Jim Marston of Environmental Defense has been replaced 
by Virgil Welch of Environmental Defense.  As discussed during our December meeting, 
we also plan on adding two additional Board members with expertise in greenhouse gas 
markets and policies.   
 
2. Section M and Green-e Eligibility of Texas RECs 
 
Green-e issued a market advisory on Texas renewables (see below).  It looks like there 
may be proposed legislation to fix Section M, and there may be an opportunity for CRS 
to weigh in.  Karl Rabago and other local stakeholders will keep us apprised.  The Texas 
PUC issued a status competition report which says that if M is not stricken then all 
voluntary RECs will count against the state mandate. 
 
Texas Market Advisory (Sent to Marketers and Stakeholders on December 22, 2006) 
 
In 2005, the Texas Legislature passed Senate Bill 20, which increased the state's 
renewable energy mandate to 5,000 MW by 2015.  Section (m) of that bill states: 
 
(m)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the commission shall ensure that all 
renewable capacity installed in this state and all renewable energy credits awarded, 
produced, procured, or sold from renewable capacity in this state are counted toward the 
goal in Subsection (a). 
 



There is some debate about whether Section (m) indicates that all Texas Renewable 
Energy Certificates (RECs) are being applied toward compliance with the state mandate.  
The Public Utilities Commission of Texas has indicated that the legislature may take up 
the issue to provide resolution.  Until and unless this matter is clarified, the Center for 
Resource Solutions will take a conservative approach and assume that all renewable 
energy certificates generated in Texas will be considered by the state as retired for 
compliance with the Texas renewable energy mandate.  Therefore, in order to prevent 
double-counting, the Green-e program will consider Texas RECs to be ineligible for 
certification unless and until this policy has been finally modified in such a way as to 
ensure that double counting does not occur. 
 
Green-e did not certify any Texas RECs in 2005, and we have not yet performed 
verification for 2006 sales.  Any company currently selling a Green-e certified product 
that is sourcing from Texas should bring this to our attention immediately so that we can 
identify a mutually-agreeable grandfathering policy.   Effective immediately, Green-e 
will not certify new products that source from Texas until the policy issue described 
above has been resolved to our satisfaction.  
 
3. GHG Certification Update 
 
In mid-December Green-e released the Green-e GHG Product Standard for stakeholder 
consultation. Comments on the standard were due on January 31st and indications are that 
we will receive numerous comments.  
About 700 - 1000 people have downloaded the standard from our website and we had 
approximately 70 participants on a stakeholder call we hosted on January 23rd. We will 
summarize the comments and discuss them with the GHG Advisory Group in February 
and expect to bring the Green-e GHG Product Standard to the Green-e Board for 
approval at the next Board meeting on March 8.   
We received comments from 40 organizations – mostly in US and some from Europe.  
Green-e staff will work through the issues with the GHG Advisory group, and may not 
need further stakeholder consultation.  If this is true, we will bring to Board in March. 
The next step is to develop Green-e standards for particular resources, in particular 
renewable energy and RECs.  Clear market rules are need for this immediately.  There 
has been a lot of media attention to the issue and tremendous interest from around the 
world.  We will post all comments on our website, hopefully by the end of next week.   
 
4. New Green Pricing Application Approval Process 
 
It currently takes more than 2 months to certify a utility green pricing application.  We 
are trying to streamline the process without losing any program integrity.  We are 
proposing to limit to the stakeholder review process to 21 days.  Usually we do not 
receive more than a couple of comments.  The new process for Board review and 
approval of utility programs is as follows: 

Green-e staff sends the certification application to stakeholders and the Green-e 
Board.   
After 21 days we forward any stakeholder comments to the entire Green-e Board.  



The Green-e Board will have ten days to reply.  If no Board comments are received 
during that time, the item is deemed approved.  If issues are raised by the Board 
during that time, this may trigger a meeting of the Green Pricing Subcommittee to 
resolve, after which we will re-submit the issue by email to the Board as a consent 
item.   

The reasons for making this change are as follows:  
We rarely receive comments on the applications, but find that the process is an 
important way to build support for Green-e and allow a non-regulatory dialogue 
between stakeholders and electric utilities.   
We want to reduce the timetable for certification because we often receive requests 
for short turn-around time in order to make certification announcements at planned 
events.   

 
5. Platte River Power Authority Request for Exemption 
 
Platte River Power Authority (PRPA) in Colorado submitted a letter to the Green-e Board 
requesting and exemption from the geographic eligibility criteria (please see attached).  
The RECs they hope to purchase would be sourced in Nebraska and used as partial 
supply for their green pricing program.  That would represent about 20% of their green 
pricing program supply.  Nebraska is not in the same power pool as PRPA (hence the 
exemption request), but is a neighboring state and there is no opportunity to wheel in the 
power – interconnections are not there.  Geographically the wind facility is very close to 
PRPA service territory, closer than other areas in the WECC that are Green-e eligible.  
Pieces of evidence provided by PRPA were compelling enough for staff to recommend a 
variance.   
 

Recommendation 
Green-e staff recommend accepting the request as a case-specific exemption, but not 
creating program-wide criteria on such exemptions. 
 
Discussion 
PRPA has been pretty consistent supporter of renewable energy.  There is not a lot of 
RE in CO that they could get their hands on right now.   
 
Is this facility already on-line?   
 
PRPA will have to meet G-e criteria regardless of whether the facility is completely 
online. 
 
WECC is a huge area and only has three connections with other states not in WECC.  
Connections are very weak and fully subscribed.  WECC is purposely not 
interconnected with the rest of the country.  For utilities that are on the border, there 
really is no way to wheel power into the WECC.   
 
What are the contracting terms?  This would only cover a portion of supply?   
 



PRPA has been running the program for a number of years based on 8-9 MW in WY 
that went on-line in 1999 and they also purchase RECs from another WY facility.  
Also, they have requirements for other supply with CO RPS.   
 
Do we know if this is a new facility?  Please circulate more info to the Board on the 
project they are purchasing from.   
 
Vote called and seconded.  No one opposed.  No abstentions.  All in favor of granting 
the exemption.   
 
Dan notes: there may be another geographic eligibility case-by-case determination 
coming to the Board from the Kentucky utility E.ON.   

 
6. Eugene Water and Electric Board Certification 
 
This is a consent calendar item.  Green Pricing Subcommittee members reviewed Eugene 
Water and Electric Board’s (EWEB) application and voted unanimously via e-mail to 
approve the application for certification contingent upon EWEB including clarifying 
language in their product description regarding how funds from Greenpower will allow 
them to develop renewable energy in addition to what is laid out in their resource plan.  
Green-e received an application for certification of EWEB's green pricing product, 
Greenpower, available to electricity customers in EWEB's service territory.  Green-e 
conducted a 30-day comment period, during which we received two comments from the 
following individuals/organizations:  
 

1) David Robison, Solar Oregon 
2) Natalie McIntire, The Renewable Northwest Project 

 
The comments focused on questions regarding IRP and new renewables and how EWEB 
Green funds would be spent.   
 
EWEB provided a response to these two comments.  You can download the EWEB 
application and comments from the Green-e Web site: http://www.green-
e.org/your_e_choices/certification_alert.htm.   
 
Discussion:   
 
Natalie forwarded an e-mail dialogue she had with EWEB regarding their application.   
 
EWEB is a model utility in NW for efficiency and renewables.  They have a stable rate 
program and are continuing to invest in additional green power.  Board members are 
satisfied that they will continue to make additional incremental purchases beyond what is 
included in IRP.   
 
Vote to approve is seconded.  All in favor.  No oppositions, no abstentions.  
 



7. Next Steps 
 
Staff continue working on action items for GHG standard.   
 
Green-e / CRS 10th Birthday Party in May, tentatively May 24th.   
 
Rachel mentioned an article on the business page of The Oregonian regarding marketing 
costs for PGE’s green power program.     
 


