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Green-e Governance Board Minutes of the Meeting 
Thursday, September 2, 2010; 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM Pacific 

 
 
Attending Board Members: 
Karl Rábago, Austin Energy, Chair 
Bud Beebe, Sacramento Municipal Utility District  
Anne Blair, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
Brandi Colander, NRDC 
Barry Friedman, NREL 
Lars Kvale, APX 
Susan Innis, Vestas 
Cynthia Mitchell, Energy Economics, Inc. 
Alan Nogee, Union of Concerned Scientists 
Arthur O’Donnell, Center for Resource Solutions  
Diane Zipper, Renewable Northwest Project 
 
Non-Voting Members: 
Jay Carlis, Community Energy, CMAC Chair 
David Wang, BEF / PMAC 
Alma Evans, Santee Cooper / UGPAC 
 
Quorum was established at 11:33 AM. 
 
Items 1: Welcome New Board Members 
Roll Call and Determination of Quorum.  Welcome Brandi Colander from NRDC and Susan 
Innis from Vestas 
 
Item 2: Review and Adopt Agenda, REM update 
Agenda adopted at 11:36 AM. 
 
Item 3: Vote to Approve Documents 
Meeting Minutes from May 25, 2010.  Bud Beebe moved to adopt, Arthur O’Donnell seconded. 
Unanimously voted to approve May 25th Minutes. 
 
Item 4: Verification Update 
Staff reported preliminary verification results.  Look for the release of the 2009 Verification 
Report at REM 2010. 
 
Green-e Energy saw substantial growth for 2009.  Retail sales reached over 18 million MWh, an 
increase of 43% compared to 2008.  However, wholesale sales dropped 32% to 8 million MWh.  
Although total certified transactions are up only 5%, the number of unique MWh certified by 
Green-e Energy reached over 21 million MWh, an increase of 25% when compared to 2008. 
There was a big increase in the number of commercial customers purchasing Green-e Energy 
certified products, primarily as a result of new competitive electricity consumers.  Wind 
continues to dominate retail sales with a 79% share.  Green-e Energy certifies 62% of retail 
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voluntary renewable energy transactions in the U.S., and 73% of voluntary renewable MWh are 
involved in a Green-e Energy certified transaction at some point in their chain of custody. 
 
Green-e Climate’s representation in the market grew dramatically in its second year. Though the 
broader over-the-counter market dropped by 12% in terms of transaction volume in 2009 from 
2008 levels, Green-e Climate certified sales grew by nearly 30% in 2009 to total 176,113 unique 
metric tons carbon dioxide-equivalent (tCO2e). Ten participating offset provider companies 
offered a total of 16 certified offset products and sourced from a combined 23 different projects 
located in the US, Brazil, and China. Projects utilized in 2009 were renewable energy or methane 
capture projects certified by VCS or approved under the Green-e Climate Protocol for 
Renewable Energy. The Program is growing more international as VCS projects represent a 
larger proportion of the supply used for Green-e Climate certified products. Certified sales met 
with VCS supply grew nearly nine fold in 2009.   
 
Item 5: Renewable Energy Markets 2010 
Staff is gearing up for Renewable Energy Markets (REM) 2010 and invited Board members to 
attend the conference, as well as the annual in-person Green-e Governance Board meeting and 
dinner (Tuesday, October 19).  We so value all the hard work you do for the Green-e 
Governance Board, and in exchange for a little bit of promotion, we would be happy to provide a 
complimentary pass to REM 2010.   To receive the discount code for complimentary registration, 
please fill out and return the attached document (if you haven’t already). You can find out more 
about the conference here: www.renewableenergymarkets.com.  Our hotel block is almost full, 
so please book your room soon to ensure availability. 
 
Item 6a: Biomass Comments Received—Biomass Eligibility 
Green-e Staff discussed comments submitted to Green-e regarding biomass eligibility in the 
Green-e National Standard.  Comments addressed the current Green-e definition of biomass as a 
renewable energy, potential for incentivizing conversion of trees into energy crops,  allowance of 
agricultural waste and allowance of some municipal solid waste.  As a next step, the Board 
agreed to set up a separate subcommittee to evaluate the comments, pertinent literature, and 
evaluation of need for changes to the national standard.  Diane Zipper, Alan Nogee, and Anne 
Blair agreed to participate on the subcommittee. 
Discussion: Bud Beebe weighed in on the issue.  Comments came in out of the usual process and 
be treated within our new system.  Anne Blair does not think taking Biomass out of the mix 
completely is a good idea.  Alan Nogee weighed in.  He doesn’t think the comments accurately 
state the science of previous Biomass studies, noting sustainability issues around biomass and 
carbon benefits.  Alex Pennock pointed out that our current National Standard addresses some of 
the issues raised.  Karl wanted to continue the inquiry and dialogue.  Dianne at RNP did not get a 
clear sense of strategy for moving forward.  A subcommittee to continue the discussion was 
formed. 
 
Item 6b: Biomass Comments Received—Woody Waste 
We have had a couple of inquiries about the definition of wood waste under the Green-e Energy 
National Standard.  Particularly whether our standard includes whole logs/unmerchantable 
timber left over from logging operations and tree trimmings or tree thinning.  The current version 
of the standard appears inclusive, using the words “All woody waste”, however the examples in 
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FN 1 are of secondary wood waste, and leaving open the possibility that FN1 is intended to be 
limited to the examples provided, or alternatively to the types of examples (secondary wood 
waste) provided.  Green-e Staff will circulate more information on the specific facility.  No final 
decision made on the interpretation of the standard, but the Board will send the question to the 
biomass subcommittee for further investigation. 
Discussion:  The standard currently lists “all woody wastes” as counting as Biomass.  Robin 
Quarrier further explained our standard and Biomass information.  The question was raised for 
the need of secondary standard to be more specific and we are looking for a good example.  CRS 
will circulate more information and address a decision at a later date.  The response will be that 
we are not allowing whole logs at the time being, but the board is looking into and considering it. 
 
Item 7: Co-firing Application 
The Board voted and approved the co-firing application from Interstate Paper.  Motion to 
approve request from Arthur O’Donnel, seconded by Bud Beebe, Unanimously approved. 
 
Item 8: Request for Expanded Geographic Sourcing Boundary by Electric Utility 
A request was received from Platte River Power Authority to expand their geographic sourcing 
boundary to adjacent states that are not in the WECC.  Platte has been granted an exception in 
the past for a specific facility request, but many Board members were concerned that the current 
proposal was too loose and not in line with the decision the Board recently made regarding 
sourcing boundaries for green pricing programs.  Staff will discuss the Board’s concerns with 
Platte River and let them know that their proposal was not accepted as written, but that the Board 
may consider another proposal with a more limited scope. 
 
Item 9: Update on Updates to the Performance Additionality Test in the Green-e Climate 
Protocol for Renewable Energy 
The first update of the Performance Additionality Test in the Green-e Climate Protocol for 
Renewable Energy is scheduled for October 2010.  Staff has prepared analysis and began 
discussions with the Subcommittee for Updates to the Performance Test in early August. 
Discussions have been fruitful but slow-moving, and there are still a number of critical issues 
related to the update which remain unresolved at the Subcommittee level. Staff reported to the 
Board that, as a result, these discussions will likely extend beyond October 2010. The Board 
assented that the Subcommittee should continue its work on the matter and continue with the 
current process for the update. In the event that Staff is unable to bring a recommendation for the 
update before stakeholders and the Board by the October deadline, the Board agreed that it 
would be satisfactory to communicate to stakeholders that the update was initiated per the 
Board’s continuing commitment to the three-year update schedule, and that the updated test will 
be taken out for open stakeholder review once work has been completed at the Subcommittee 
level.  
 
Item 10: Re-group on the Climate Action Reserve Forestry Protocol, and Forestry 
Subcommittee 
At the May 25th meeting, the Board voted to endorse the Climate Action Reserve as the fifth 
Endorsed Program under Green-e Climate along with 9 of its then 10 existing project protocols, 
all except the Forestry Protocol. The Board decided to withhold action on the Forestry Protocol 
until internal processes at the Climate Action Reserve (CAR) relevant to some of the concerns 



Page 4 of 4 
 

raised during the stakeholder comment period for endorsement of CAR had been resolved. The 
Board also proposed to establish a Subcommittee which would continue to evaluate and monitor 
the CAR Forestry Protocol so that the Board could ultimately take some action on it. Now that 
these internal processes at CAR appear to be wrapping up, and some major sellers using CAR 
Forestry have expressed more interest in Green-e Climate certification of these products, Staff is 
again calling for Forestry Subcommittee Members.  Please let us know as soon as possible if you 
or your colleagues would be interested in serving on the Forestry Subcommittee. 
 
Item 11: ISEAL Alliance 
CRS is an associate member of ISEAL (www.isealalliance.org) and is considering joining as a 
full member.  ISEAL a global association for social and environmental standards and helps 
ensure organizations like ours are following best practices.  Staff will communicate with the 
Green-e Governance Board about any implications for how the Board may be affected.  
 
Item 12a: Board Chair 
Austin Energy is applying for Green-e Energy certification for their green pricing program!  
Assuming and pending approval, Karl Rabago will need to step down as the Chair of the Green-e 
Governance Board because of the conflict of interest.  Please let Alex, Arthur, or Karl know if 
you are interested in the position.  Green-e Staff is looking into whether any ISEAL guidance 
may be applicable for this transition.   
 
Item 12b: Next Steps and Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 1:30 PM 

http://www.isealalliance.org/

