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Green-e Governance Board Minutes of the Meeting(s) 
March 1, 2013, March 12, 2013, March 25, 2013, April 9, 2013;  

 
 
Voting Board Members Attending One or More Meetings: 
Bud Beebe, Sacramento Municipal Utilities District 
Anne Blair, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy  
Pierre Bull, National Resources Defense Council  
Megan Decker, Renewable Northwest Project  
Jeff Deyette, Union of Concerned Scientists 
Barry Friedman, NREL 
Susan Innes, Vestas 
Lars Kvale, APX  
Jennifer Martin, CRS  
Blair Swezey, SunPower Corporation  
   
Non-voting Members Attending One or More Meetings: 
Adam Capage, 3Degrees / UGPAC Chair 
Matt Clouse, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency / Observer 
Ethan Davis, Union of Concerned Scientists / Member Organization Expert 
Sasha Lyutse, National Resources Defense Council / Member Organization Expert 
Paul MacGregor, Nexant / PMAC Chair 
Ian McGowan, 3Degrees / CMAC Chair 
 
This document details the multiple calls the Board had on crafting and eventually voting on new 
language for the biomass portion of the Green-e Energy National Standard.  There were no 
individual agendas for these calls, as all were part of an overall process to discuss and vote on 
biomass language, and so this document will not refer to agenda items, but rather will summarize 
by date what was discussed on each call. 
 
March 1, 2013, 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM Pacific 
In attendance: Voting: Jennifer Martin, Pierre Bull, Barry Friedman, Anne Blair, Megan 
Decker, Jeff Deyette (joined at 12:10 PM), Blair Swezey (joined at 12:35 PM)  
Non-voting: Paul MacGregor, Ian McGowan 
 
Staff briefly provided the Board information on survey results surrounding MSW issues as well 
as Waste-to-Energy issues.  It had been determined prior to the call that Waste-to-Energy would 
be discussed on a later call. 
 
Staff then initiated discussion on the language recommended by Biomass Subcommittee of the 
Green-e Governance Board on what types of woody waste it recommended be eligible in the 
updated National Standard, based on review of stakeholder comments and Subcommittee 
discussion.  Urban wood waste and wood treated with chemicals was discussed first and the 
Board’s suggestions would be included in new language crafted by staff and brought to the full 
Board during the next call.   
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Language on the eligibility of waste from whole trees was brought up next, which included 
whether or not setting emissions limits on biomass was appropriate, and different eligibility 
criteria.  This centered on thinning for road maintenance of existing versus new roads, eligibility 
for thinnings of whole trees on federal lands, and the definitions of “natural forest” and 
“plantation”, around which there was lengthy discussion.  To end the call, the Board agreed with 
staff’s proposed language surrounding energy crops and short rotation cycle woody crops, which 
would be included in the final proposed language for an ultimate Board vote. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:57 PM. 
 
March 12, 2013, 12:00 – 2:00 PM Pacific 
In attendance: Voting: Bud Beebe, Jennifer Martin, Pierre Bull, Barry Friedman, Lars 
Kvale, Megan Decker, Jeff Deyette (left call at 1:08 PM) 
Non-voting: Ian McGowan, Sasha Lyutse, Ethan Davis 
 
At the beginning of the call, to the Board decided schedule an additional call, on which to hold 
the vote on the rest of biomass language, since there was still so much language to discuss.   
 
Staff then brought up the issue of emissions limits from the previous call.  The Board agreed on 
the suggested language that added a definite timeframe to be considered when calculating 
emissions along with the requirement to conduct the calculations from a total fuel cycle 
perspective.   
 
Staff then raised the issue of Waste-to-Energy left open from the previous call.  After lengthy 
discussion, staff was directed to provide the Board with language that would allow the Board to 
consider (on a case-by-case basis) facilities using Waste-to-Energy technologies and waste from 
biogenic sources, as potential technologies approach the near term.  
 
The last part of the call was dedicated to the issue of thinnings from whole trees on federal lands 
from the previous call, in particular the issue of whether trees were downed or standing.  The 
Board decided to make whole trees from federal lands ineligible under the new standard , siting 
concerns including the carbon impact of burning whole trees and the potential for abuse on 
federal lands.  Alternative treatment of thinning in landfills, open burning or increased risks of 
forest fires was discussed.  Related research on the alternative risks of fire, fuel treatment 
thinnings, and overall ecosystem health was also discussed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:00 PM. 
 
March 25, 2013; 12:00 – 2:00 PM Pacific 
In attendance: Voting: Bud Beebe, Jennifer Martin, Blair Swezey, Barry Friedman, Anne 
Blair, Pierre Bull, Megan Decker, Lars Kvale, Jeff Deyette (joined at 12:15 PM) 
Non-voting: Ian McGowan, Paul MacGregor, Ethan Davis 
 
Staff reviewed the timeline and process for revising the biomass portion of the National 
Standard.  The Board requested that a similar summary be posted publicly on the Green-e 
website, and staff agreed to write and post such a summary. 
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Staff provided the Board with new proposed language based on the results of the previous two 
Board calls.  After a brief discussion on this language and some recommendations from the 
Board, the issue of thinnings was brought up again.  The Board agreed on the language 
stipulating that in order to be eligible, a third party sustainable management forestry certification 
organization needs to demonstrate that thinnings do not come from a plantation on land 
converted from a natural forest after 2012; this came after discussing the issues of pine forests in 
the American Southeast and agreeing upon the definitions of “natural forest” and “plantation”.  
Consensus on language surrounding thinnings was reached.  Staff was instructed to provide the 
Board with the final proposed language to vote on during the next call. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:15 PM. 
 
April 9, 2013; 12:00 – 1:00 PM Pacific 
In attendance: Voting: Bud Beebe, Jennifer Martin, Barry Friedman, Anne Blair, Pierre 
Bull, Megan Decker, Lars Kvale, Jeff Deyette 
Non-voting: Ian McGowan, Paul MacGregor, Sasha Lyutse, Matt Clouse (joined at 12:05 
PM) 
 
Staff summarized the final version of the proposed changes to the biomass portion of the Green-e 
Energy National Standard, including the changes on thinnings on federal lands, changes on 
Waste-to-Energy eligibility, and language surrounding the definitions of “plantation” and 
“natural forest” as well as eligibility criteria of thinnings coming from such areas.  The Board 
recommended some minor changes, which staff incorporated into a new final version of the 
changes for ultimate Board vote.  A motion to vote on the changes was made and seconded under 
the condition that Board Members not on the call could deliver their vote over email.  The 
proposed changes to the National Standard were approved on the call, with six Yes votes, zero 
No votes, and one abstention.  Two emails and a phone call were later received from Board 
Members who had missed the call, confirming 3 more Yes votes for a total of nine Yes votes, 
zero No votes, and one abstention. 
 
Staff and the Board then discussed a timeline for implementing the newly approved changes to 
the Standard and grandfathering clauses.  Staff reminded the Board that Green-e Energy program 
participants that have supply contracts that are affected by these changes may notify staff by the 
end of the year, and staff will determine whether such contracted supply may continue to be used 
for the life of the contract.  The Board was comfortable with staff determining the date on which 
the new version of the National Standard would come into exclusive effect for existing program 
participants, based on existing language in the National Standard regarding such version 
changes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:56 PM. 


