Addenda to Green-e Energy Verification Audit Protocol RY2009
Changes made 4/22/10:
The audit step that required Auditors to access a Participant’s Tracking System account to verify that the Tracking System reports provided as part of verification contained accurate information was not carried forward from the previous year’s Protocol in the current year’s document that was released in February of 2010.  This step is necessary to ensure that copies of Tracking System reports are not altered to contain false information and give a Participant the appearance of having retired RECs when they have not.

Therefore, Section III.1.20.ii has been updated to read:

“Tracking System Report and note if Participant is not named as the owner of the Tracking System account that generated the report.  If Participant is not named as the owner of the account, note whether Participant is named as the retirer or transferor of the amount of MWh on the Tracking System Report. Log into Participant’s corresponding Tracking System account or view an employee of Participant accessing the account and compare each Tracking System Report to data in Participant’s corresponding Tracking System account.  Note any exceptions.”

When conducting an audit, an Auditor should use the most recent version of the Protocol that is now posted at http://www.green-e.org/verif_docs.html.  However, if an Auditor has already begun working in a previous version of the Verification Protocol and it would be cumbersome or costly for them to use this updated version, they alternatively must include the following language in the “Exceptions…” field for Section III.1.20:

“[I / we / Auditor] were provided access to Participant’s Tracking System account[s] and observed that…” and then document their observations and note whether / how the information in the Participant’s Tracking system account(s) matched the Tracking System Reports provided them.

In either case, it is necessary for the Auditor to perform such a check for any Participant using Tracking Systems to substantiate Green-e Energy Certified sales made in 2009.  Any Participant’s Auditor Report that does not contain one of the language options above will not be considered complete until the Auditor has taken and reported on this step.

Changes made 2/11/2010:
Section III.1.10, regarding comparing generation dates on Worksheet 1
Examine the date of generation in Columns 1J and 1K for each facility on the billing invoice or Tracking System Report and compare this date to the generation date per the relevant attestation or Tracking System ReportWorksheet 1.  NoteReport as an exception if the date of generation is not consistent between these documents andwith the dates listed on Worksheet 1.  Also note or if any of the generation dates areis outside the 21-month range of eligibility for the RY being reported.

Section III.1.23.ii, regarding confirmation of facility resource type
If step III.1.23.i. III.2.n.i. immediately above did not produce information about resource type, compare the generator’s name and location to either the National Renewable Energy Laboratory REPIS database (http://www.nrel.gov/analysis/repis/) or the most recent Energy Information Administration (EIA) Form 860 database (http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/electricity/page/eia860.html) to determine resource type. Note any exceptions. 
