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About Center for Resource Solutions 

A nonprofit creating policy and market solutions to advance 

sustainable energy since 1997. 



About Green-e Energy 

The nation's leading voluntary certification program for 

renewable energy. 



Outline 

1. Welcome/About Us 

2. Renewable Energy Basics 

3. Green-e Energy and Consumer Protection 

4. How to Get Started 

5. Q&A/Wrap Up 



Renewable Energy Basics 

•What does renewable even mean, anyway? 



Renewable Energy Basics 

• Resource Types:  

   Biomass,  

   Geothermal,  

   Hydro,  

   Solar,  

   Wind. 



Renewable Energy Basics:  
Resource Types 

Resource Types in Green-e Energy. Contributions of Renewable Resource Types to 

Total Green-e Energy Certified Retail Sales, 2009. 
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Renewable Energy Basics: Two Markets. Comparison of compliance and voluntary 

markets for renewable energy, 2004–2009. Courtesy Green Power Marketing in the 

United States 

Renewable Energy Basics: Two Markets 
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Renewable Energy Basics 

•Respect the REC.  

Renewable energy certificates explained 



Renewable Energy Basics: Respect the REC. Fossil fuel generation produces 

commodity electricity. Renewable generation also produces electricity, but for every 

megawatt-hour of electricity generated, a Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) is also 

produced. This REC embodies the additional environmental benefit of renewable 

energy—little or no pollution. 



Renewable Energy Basics 

•What does renewable even mean, anyway?  

•Resource Types. Biomass, Geothermal, Hydro, Solar, Wind  

•Two Markets. Compliance vs. Voluntary 

•Renewable Energy Product Types. Competitive electricity, 

green power pricing programs, renewable energy certificates 

•Respect the REC. Renewable energy certificates explained 

•Stake your claim. He who ownseth the REC makeseth the 

claim 
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Green-e Energy and Consumer Protection 

•The Reason for Green-e. Creating confidence in clean 

energy purchases 



Renewable Market Stakeholders & Elements 
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Green-e Energy and Consumer Protection 

•The Reason for Green-e. Creating confidence in clean energy 

purchases 

•Best Practices in Standard Setting. Independent Governance 

Board, Stakeholder-driven standards and policies. Code of 

Conduct 

•Claims Explained. Double counting, claims 

•Annual Verification Process. Annual verification of sales and 

claims, Marketing Compliance Review 

•Other Standards Require Green-e. 



Other Standards Require Green-e. B Corporation, Cradle to Cradle, U.S. Green 

Building Council’s LEED standard.  



Green-e Energy and Consumer Protection 

•The Reason for Green-e. Creating confidence in clean energy 

purchases 

•Best Practices in Standard Setting. Independent Governance 

Board, Stakeholder-driven standards and policies. Code of 

Conduct 

•Claims Explained. Double counting, claims 

•Annual Verification Process. Annual verification of sales and 

claims, Marketing Compliance Review 

•Other Standards Require Green-e.  

•High Logo Recognition. 21% logo recognition, among the highest 



High Logo Recognition. Green-e has one of the highest levels of recognition among 

third-party certifications, and the highest among non-governmental labels (Smart 

Choice is no longer). 



Promoting Green Power Purchases 



Green-e Energy and Consumer Protection 

•The Reason for Green-e.  

Creating confidence in clean energy purchases 

•Best Practices in Standard Setting. Independent Governance 

Board, Stakeholder-driven standards and policies. Code of Conduct 

•Claims Explained. Double counting, claims 

•Annual Verification Process. Annual verification of sales and 

claims, Marketing Compliance Review 

•Other Standards Require Green-e 

•High Logo Recognition. 21% logo recognition, among the highest 

•At a Utility Close to You. 6 of the top 10 utility programs are 

Certified 

 



At a Utility Close to You. Six of the top 10 utility green-pricing programs in the country 

(by sales) are certified by Green-e Energy (shown in bold). Source: US DOE 2009 

1. Austin Energy    764 GWh in sales 

2. Portland General Electric    740 GWh    

3. PacifiCorp      578 GWh   

4. Sacramento Muni Utility Dist. 377 GWh  

5. Xcel Energy    326 GWh    

6. Puget Sound Energy   303 GWh  

7. Connecticut Power & Light  197 GWh  

8. National Grid    174 GWh   

9. Public Service New Mexico  173 GWh  

10. We Energies   173 GWh 
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How to Get Started 

•Check out green-e.org/find. Search for Green-e Energy 

Certified products at “Find Green-e Certified Renewable 

Energy for Your Home or Organization” 





How to Get Started 

•Check out green-e.org/find. Search for Green-e Energy 

Certified products at “Find Green-e Certified Renewable 

Energy for Your Home or Organization” 

•Learn, Learning, Learned. Check out www.green-e.org/learn 



Learn, Learning, Learned. A dedicated 

section of the website with instructional 

materials, a dictionary, an FAQ, and 

whitepapers discussing claims and 

ownership for RECs. 



How to Get Started 

•Check out green-e.org/find. Search for Green-e Energy 

Certified products at “Find Green-e Certified Renewable 

Energy for Your Home or Organization” 

•Learn, Learning, Learned. Check out www.green-e.org/learn 

•Holler. Contact Green-e Energy staff at info@resource-

solutions.org 
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? 



Upcoming Webinars 

•Introduction to Green-e Climate.  

 http://www.resource-solutions.org/publications.php 

•Introduction to Green-e Marketplace.  

Thursday, September 15th 

•Renewable Energy 101.  

 

Learn more and register at www.green-e.org/events 
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