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Second	Green-e	Energy	National	
Standard	

Open	Comment	Period	
	
Green-e®	Energy	seeks	additional	feedback	on	current	
and	potential	future	provisions	of	the	Green-e	Energy	
National	Standard	(the	“Standard”).	
	
Feedback	will	be	accepted	until	Sunday,	October	2,	
2016.	To	comment,	go	to:	
	
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M86VKKV	
	

	
	

To	review	the	current	Standard,	visit	Green-e	Energy	National	Standard	
	
	
	
Posted	on	September	1,	2016	

	
Center	for	Resource	Solutions	
1012	Torney	Ave.	2nd	Floor	
San	Francisco,	CA	94129	
www.resource-solutions.org	 	
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Second	Green-e	Energy	Call	for	Comments:	Green-e	Energy	National	Standard	
	
Green-e	Energy	seeks	feedback	on	current	and	potential	future	provisions	of	the	Green-e	
Energy	National	Standard	(the	“Standard”),	specifically	regarding:	
	

• New	Date	(Age	of	Eligible	Renewable	Energy	Facilities)		
• Long	Term	Supply		
• Minimum	Purchase	Quantity	
• Tracking	System	Requirements	and	Exceptions	
• Eligible	Sources	of	Supply:	Food-derived	biofuels	

Feedback	will	be	accepted	until	Sunday,	October	2,	2016.	The	current	Standard	and	a	PDF	of	
the	items	being	reviewed	during	this	Comment	Period	are	available	at	Green-e	Energy	National	
Standard	and	Governing	Documents	(opens	in	a	new	window)	for	you	to	view	before	
completing	the	survey.	
	
Green-e	Energy	is	North	America’s	leading	certification	program	for	sales	and	use	of	renewable	
electricity	and	renewable	energy	certificates	(RECs)	made	in	the	voluntary	market	for	
renewable	energy.	Created	in	1997,	Green-e	Energy	provides	oversight	to	voluntary	renewable	
energy	sales,	certifying	the	majority	of	all	retail	voluntary	renewable	energy	sales	in	the	U.S.	
	
The	Green-e	Energy	National	Standard	was	developed	through	an	open	stakeholder	process	in	
2004	and	2005,	and	grew	out	of	regional	program	standards	in	place	between	1997	and	2004.	
Periodically,	the	Standard	is	assessed	to	determine	if	any	changes	should	be	made	to	adapt	it	to	
the	evolution	of	the	voluntary	renewable	energy	market.	
	
This	survey	may	take	up	to	15	minutes	to	complete.	If	you	need	to	pause	while	taking	the	
survey	(for	example,	to	look	up	information),	you	may	resume	at	any	time	prior	to	midnight	
Pacific	Time	on	Sunday,	October	2,	by	using	the	link	that	directed	you	to	this	page,	provided	you	
do	so	from	the	same	computer	and	browser.	You	may	also	go	back	and	change	your	answers	at	
any	time	prior	to	clicking	“Submit	Survey	Responses”	at	the	end	of	the	survey.	
	
Thank	you	for	your	time	and	consideration	as	you	complete	this	survey.	
	
NOTE:	Although	contact	information	is	requested	in	this	survey,	it	is	not	required	to	complete	
the	survey.		However,	we	would	appreciate	your	contact	information,	as	it	will	help	us	if	we	
have	follow	up	questions	for	you.	We	will	not	distribute	or	post	your	name,	company,	or	
contact	information;	it	will	only	be	used	for	follow-up	related	to	the	Standard.	
	
Throughout	the	questions,	text	additions	to	Standard	language	are	underlined;	Deletions	are	
designated	by	strikethrough.	
	
Take	the	Survey:	https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M86VKKV	 	
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1.	New	Date	(Age	of	Eligible	Renewable	Energy	Facilities)	

The	“New	Date”	refers	to	the	commercial	online	date	or	repowering	date	of	an	eligible	
renewable	energy	facility.	The	Green-e	Energy	National	Standard	requires	that	certified	
products	are	supplied	by	generation	from	facilities	that	are	no	more	than	15	years	old.		The	
new	date	adjusts	each	year,	which	supports	the	development	of	new	renewable	energy	
facilities.	
	
Responses	to	the	First	2016	Open	Comment	Period	indicate	that	there	is	interest	among	various	
stakeholders	in	adjusting	the	new	date	to	10	years,	with	exceptions	for	long	term	contracts	and	
on-site	facilities.	Reasons	given	in	favor	of	a	shorter	new	date	window	with	these	exceptions	
included,	A)	to	incentivize	the	development	of	new	renewable	energy	generation	facilities,	and	
B)	to	encourage	long-term	commitments	for	renewable	generation.		
	
The	following	chart	shows	the	age	of	facilities	by	MWh	volume	that	were	used	for	supply	in	
Green-e	Energy	certified	retail	transactions	in	Reporting	Year	2014.		
	
	

	
	
Green-e	seeks	feedback	on	the	following	Standard	language	changes,	which	would	introduce	
new	exceptions	to	the	“New	Date”	and	consider	reducing	the	New	Date	to	10	years.	
	
Section	II:	ELIGIBLE	SOURCES	OF	SUPPLY	
	
Insert	new	Sections	II.I	to	read:	
	
II.I.		Additional	Criteria	for	On-Site	and	Direct-Line	Generation	
Under	the	following	scenarios,	the	facility	may	remain	eligible	beyond	the	new	date	window:	
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a. The	facility	and	user	are	on	one	site	together;	or	
b. The	facility	and	user	are	connected	with	a	direct-line	connection,		

	
and	in	both	cases,	the	facility’s	RECs	are	retired	by	or	on	behalf	of	the	user.	
	
If	the	resource	used	in	these	facilities	is	eligible	biomass,	the	facility	must	have	submitted	
information	relevant	to	their	request	and	obtained	the	approval	of	the	Green-e	Governance	
Board.		
	
Only	facilities	brought	online	or	repowered	on	or	after	January	1,	2003	are	eligible	for	this	type	
of	extended	use.	The	maximum	length	of	time	any	facility	may	be	eligible	for	this	type	of	
extended	use	is	30	years.	
	
	
1. Do	you	support	changes	to	the	Standard	language	creating	new	exceptions	to	the	New	

Date,	as	written	above?	

Yes																																																						No																																																										Neutral	
	Comments	(if	answering	“yes”	or	“no”)	 	
	
2. Should	Standard	language	be	changed	to	reduce	the	“New	Date”	window	from	the	current	

15	years	to	10	years?	

Yes																																																						No																																																										Neutral	
	Comments	(if	answering	“yes”	or	“no”)	 	
	
3. Whether	the	New	Date	changes	or	not,	should	the	proposed	exceptions	be	available	to	
biomass	facilities,	located	onsite	to	serve	a	single	company’s	renewable	energy	needs,	that	are	
in	compliance	with	all	local	environmental	regulations?	

Yes																																																						No																																																										Neutral	
	
If	Yes,	what	additional	criteria	should	be	used	to	determine	the	eligibility	for	biomass	facilities	
that	apply	to	the	Board	for	an	exception	to	the	New	Date?	(For	example,	recent	energy	
efficiency	upgrades	or	energy	efficiency	thresholds.)	Please	provide	specifics.	
	
4. If	the	New	Date	window	is	reduced	to	10	years,	should	the	implementation	be	rolled	out	
in	a	gradual	manner	over	a	5-year	period,	where	the	New	Date	window	tightens	one	additional	
year	per	year?	

Yes																																																						No																																																										Neutral	
	
If	the	New	Date	is	reduced	to	10	years,	should	Green-e	allow	an	exception	for	Participants	who	
have	long-term	REC	or	renewable	electricity	procurement	contracts	with	eligible	facilities,	or	
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own	eligible	facilities,	to	allow	the	New	Date	to	be	extended	to	the	lesser	of	the	A)	contract	
length	or	B)	15	years?	
	
5. Should	Green-e	allow	the	above	exception	for	on-site	and	direct-line	connected	facilities	in	cases	

where	the	first	commercial	online	date	or	repowering	date	is	prior	to	January	1,	2003?	

	
If	Yes,	what	commercial	online	date	or	repowering	date	should	apply	in	these	cases?	
	
6. Are	there	any	additional	comments	you	would	like	to	make	regarding	the	New	Date	
requirements?	
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2.	Long	Term	Supply	
	
In	Comment	Period	One,	respondents	suggested	changes	that	would	result	in	more	flexibility	in	
the	naming	of	purchasers	for	long-term	contract	related	exceptions	to	the	Green-e	Energy	
“New	Date”	requirement	(Section	II.H).		Participants	have	requested	that	Green-e	extend	the	
period	during	which	the	eligible	contracted	parties	are	named	under	Green-e	Energy	certified	
supply	contracts,	to	provide	flexibility	and	allow	more	contracts	to	qualify.	
	
The	language	currently	in	the	Green-e	Energy	National	Standard	is:		
	
Section	II.H.3:	Long	Term	Supply	
3) No	later	than	6	months	from	the	date	of	Green-e	Energy	eligibility	per	Section	II.E.1-7,	the	

Participant	must:	
a) Execute	a	contract	for	supply	with	the	owner	or	authorized	representative	of	the	

generation	unit(s);	
	

b) Identify	and	report	to	Green-e	Energy	a	list	of	non-residential	end-use	purchasers	of	the	
contracted	supply	in	a	Green-e	Energy	certified	transaction	(“Long-term	Purchasers	
List”),	who	will	be	the	only	entities	eligible	to	purchase	the	output	of	the	generation	unit	
from	the	Green-e	Energy	Participant.		
	
New	purchasers	may	not	be	added	once	the	Long-term	Purchasers	List	is	approved	by	
Green-e	Energy	staff.	If	a	purchaser	is	removed	from	the	Long-term	Purchasers	List	for	
any	reason,	then	the	output	they	would	have	received	is	no	longer	eligible	under	this	
Long-Term	Contracts	for	Supply	and	Sale	section;	and	
	

c) Execute	contracts	with	all	non-residential	end-use	purchasers	on	the	Long-term	
Purchasers	List.	

	
Should	the	Standard	language	defining	length	of	time	a	Participant	has	to	name	eligible	
purchasers	for	the	“Long	Term	Supply	exception”	be	extended	beyond	6	months?	
	
Yes																																																						No																																																										Neutral	
	
	
If	Yes,	should	that	time	frame	be	12	months,	18	months,	or	another	length	of	time?	
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3.	Minimum	Purchase	Quantity	
	
In	2014,	the	Green-e	Governance	Board	approved	an	edit	to	the	Standard	in	the	form	of	a	
footnote	allowing	Participants	to	sell	certified	capacity-based	electricity	products	to	residential	
customers.		This	footnote	interpreted	how	the	Standard’s	minimum	purchase	size	rule	(shown	
below)	applies	to	electricity	programs	sold	as	shares	or	portions	of	a	facility,	such	as	a	
community	solar	program.	
	
In	the	existing	Standard	(Section	III.A.,	Footnote	12),	one	of	the	options	for	the	minimum	
purchase	quantity	for	capacity-based	products	is	set	at	25%	of	the	customer’s	monthly	use	
averaged	over	a	calendar	year.		In	the	previous	comment	period,	stakeholders	expressed	that	a	
25%	minimum	averaged	over	a	year	would	exceed	the	existing	minimum	block	size	requirement	
of	100	kWh/month.		
	
With	increasing	demand	for	capacity-based	products,	Green-e	seeks	feedback	on	reducing	the	
minimum	purchase	threshold	to	10%	for	capacity-based	products.		Proposed	edits	to	the	
Standard	language	are	as	follows:	
	
Section	III.A:	Minimum	Purchase	Quantity	
Green-e	Energy	certified	products	sold	to	residential	customers	must	contain	at	least	the	
minimum	amounts	of	Green-e	Energy	eligible	renewable	energy	described	below.		
	
1) Percentage-of-Use	Products:	Retail	electricity	offerings	must	match	at	least	25%	of	a	

residential	customer’s	electricity	usage	with	new	renewables	above	and	beyond	any	state	
mandated	Renewable	Portfolio	Standard	(RPS)	renewable	amount.	If	a	marketer	or	utility	
offers	the	option	to	match	less	than	50%	of	a	residential	customer’s	electricity	use,	they	
must	also	offer	a	100%	option	to	residential	customers.		

2) Block	Products:	Electricity	and	REC	products	sold	as	block	products	must	be	100%	Green-e	
Energy	eligible	renewables	in	a	minimum	size	of	100	kWh/month.	12	

3) Capacity-Based	Products:	Electricity	or	REC	products	sold	as	kW	of	capacity	or	shares	of	a	
facility	must	deliver	a	minimum	of	100	kWh	a	month	averaged	over	a	calendar	year,	or	they	
may	instead	deliver	a	minimum	of	10%	of	the	customer’s	monthly	electricity	use	averaged	
over	a	calendar	year.	

	
FOOTNOTE:		
	
12	When	RECs	are	sold	on	a	one-time	basis	to	a	residential	customer,	the	minimum	purchase	
quantity	shall	be	100	kWh.		Electricity	products	sold	as	kW	of	capacity	from	or	shares	of	a	
facility	must	deliver	a	minimum	of	100	kWh	a	month	averaged	over	a	calendar	year,	or,	if	such	
products	are	supplied	by	community	renewables	facilities,	they	may	instead	deliver	a	minimum	
of	25%	of	the	customer’s	monthly	electricity	use	averaged	over	a	calendar	year.	
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Should	Standard	language	be	edited	to	reduce	applicable	minimums	to	10%	for	capacity-based	
products/programs	in	new	Section	III.A.3	(language	moved	up	from	Footnote	12),	as	described	
above?	
	
Yes																																																						No																																																										Neutral	
	
If	No,	do	you	prefer	the	existing	language	or	have	a	suggestion	for	alternative	requirements?		
	
Yes																																																						No																																																										Neutral	
Comments:	
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4.		Tracking	System	Requirements	and	Exceptions		
	
Currently,	electronic	tracking	systems	are	available	throughout	the	U.S.	and	in	Canada.	These	
systems	track	data	on	renewable	electricity	generation,	acting	similarly	to	bank	accounts	for	
RECs,	and	are	used	by	Green-e	Energy	to	aid	in	annual	verification	of	certified	renewable	energy	
sales.	When	generators	are	registered	in	tracking	systems,	tracking	system	data	related	to	
certified	sales	must	be	supplied	to	Green-e	Energy	during	the	annual	verification	audit.		
However,	a	significant	minority	of	facilities	supplying	Green-e	certified	products	are	not	
registered	in	tracking	systems,	and	tracking	system	registration	is	not	currently	a	requirement	
for	eligibility	under	the	Green-e	Energy	National	Standard.	
	
When	asked	during	2016	Comment	Period	One,	a	majority	of	respondents	were	in	favor	of	
requiring	tracking	system	use	for	eligible	supply.	Comments	made	support	a	Green-e	Energy	
requirement	for	use	of	tracking	systems	with	some	specific	exceptions.	
	
Note:	Text	changes	from	language	presented	during	Comment	Period	One	allow	one	Participant	
to	retire	supply	for	another	Participant,	remove	the	list	of	approved	tracking	systems	from	the	
Standard	(to	be	published	on	the	Green-e	web	site),	and	allow	for	an	independent	3rd	party	
audit	of	the	facility,	including	output	and	sales,	instead	of	registering	in	a	tracking	system.	
	
Proposed	language	for	new	“Section	III.H.	Tracking	System	Use”	would	read:	
	
Section	III.H.	Tracking	System	Use		
In	all	but	a	few	specific	cases	listed	in	this	section,	Green-e	Energy	certified	products	must	be	
supplied	and	substantiated	by	renewable	MWh	tracked	in	a	renewable	energy	tracking	system	
that	is	approved	by	Green-e	Energy.		Green-e	Energy	provides	a	list	of	approved	tracking	
systems	and	the	criteria	under	which	they	are	evaluated	at	www.green-e.org.	
	
This	requirement	will	apply	to	all	generation	occurring	on	or	after	July	1,	2018.		
	
Only	in	the	following	cases	is	the	use	of	tracking	systems	not	required	for	Green-e	Energy	
certified	products	and	participants:	
	

a. The	entire	facility	has	an	aggregated	nameplate	capacity	less	than	or	equal	to	10	MW,	or	
b. The	facility	is	located	on	property	owned	by	the	retail	electricity	user	claiming	the	

RECs/renewable	energy	or	has	a	“direct-line	connection,”	that	user	is	claiming	all	RECs	
generated	by	the	facility	during	the	period	of	certification,	and	that	all	generation	is	
validated	by	attestations	and	3rd	party	verification	records,	or	

c. The	participant’s	total	certified	sales	volume	is	less	than	or	equal	to	10,000	MWh	for	
that	reporting	year.	In	this	case	another	tracking	system	accountholder	must	retire	
supply	on	behalf	of	the	participant’s	certified	sales	(in	addition	to	all	other	required	
verification	procedures),	or	

d. The	facility	(or	Participants)	using	output	from	the	facility	in	Green-e	Energy	certified	
transactions	provides	to	Green-e	Energy	an	independent	3rd	party	verification	of	the	
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facility,	including,	but	not	limited	to,	its	total	output	and	sales	agreements,	to	verify	no	
double	selling	has	occurred,	in	accordance	with	Green-e	Energy	verification	procedures.	

	
For	all	eligible	supply,	each	Green-e	Energy	participant,	if	not	exempted	by	an	exception	above,	
must	use	an	account	in	an	approved	tracking	system	to	substantiate	the	participant’s	certified	
sales	in	a	given	calendar	year	following	procedures	in	the	Green-e	verification	protocols.	
	
	
Should	Standard	language	be	changed	to	require	tracking	systems	for	all	supply,	except	in	certain	
cases,	as	described	above?	
	
Yes	

	
No	

	
Neutral	

	
If	“Yes”	or	“No”,	please	explain	your	thinking,	and	include	any	other	exceptions	that	you	wish	to	
have	Green-e	consider.	
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5. Eligible	Sources	of	Supply:	Food-derived	Biofuels	

As	a	result	of	the	First	Open	Comment	Period’s	review	of	bio-based	fuels	language,	Green-e	
Governance	Board	agreed	on	the	need	to	add	more	detailed	language	supporting	the	exclusion	
of	food	crops	as	an	eligible	fuel.		To	support	existing	language	in	this	section,	Green-e	seeks	
stakeholder	feedback	on	the	following	language	edit	to	Section	II.A.5,	adding	Footnote	3:	
	
SECTION	II.A.5:	
5)	Solid,	liquid,	and	gaseous	forms	of	Biomass	from	the	following	fuels:	1,2,3	
	
FOOTNOTES:	
1.		Includes	“black	liquor”	from	pulp	and	paper	processing,	mill	residues,	industrial	waste	wood,	
and	waste	wood	from	woodworking	or	wood	processing,	so	long	as	the	wood	is	not	chemically	
treated	or	coated.	
2.	At	a	future	time	when	the	EPA,	or	other	similarly	reputable	authority,	releases	findings	on	
biogenic	carbon	dioxide	emissions,	and	the	carbon	intensity	of	certain	types	of	biomass	may	be	
determined	with	reasonable	accuracy,	then	Green-e	Energy	may	reevaluate	the	eligibility	of	
biomass	resources	used	to	generate	renewable	electricity.	Emerging	technologies	generating	
electricity	from	byproducts	and	waste	streams	may	be	eligible	for	Green-e	Energy,	however	
such	technologies	should	be	able	to	demonstrate	that	procurement	and	use	of	their	fuel	has	a	
favorable	carbon	balance.	
3		Food	crops	or	animal	feed	are	explicitly	excluded.	
	
Should	Standard	language	be	adjusted	to	introduce	Footnote	3	in	Section	II.A.5,	as	described	
above?	
	
Yes																																																						No																																																										Neutral	
	
If	No,	do	you	prefer	the	existing	language	or	have	a	suggestion	for	alternative	wording?		
Comments:	
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6.	Suggestions	for	Other	Changes		

Green-e	Energy	periodically	conducts	a	stakeholder	review	process	of	the	Standard	which	
includes	a	minimum	of	two	(2)	open	comments	periods.		You	are	participating	in	the	second	of	
two	(2).		Please	make	use	of	the	following	section	to	introduce	your	additional	comments,	not	
related	to	comments	previously	made:	
	
1.	Additional	Comments	
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7.	Conclusion		
	
Thank	you	for	your	comments.		Green-e	Energy	will	compile	your	responses	for	the	
consideration	of	the	Green-e	Governance	Board,	who	will	discuss	and	vote	on	whether	to	
support	edits	to	the	Green-e	Energy	National	Standard.			
	
Thank	you	for	your	participation.	
	
If	you	would	like	to	reach	us	directly	with	questions	or	additional	comments,	please	write	to	
comments@green-e.org.	
	
	


