
1.
Introduction

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

Green-e Energy International Framework Criteria for Renewable Energy Certification
Open Comment Period 2

Green-e® Energy seeks feedback on a revised draft of the Green-e Energy International Framework Criteria for Renewable
Energy Certification (the "Framework").  This is new document that describes Green-e Energy’s global criteria for the
development of regional renewable energy certification standards.  

This updated draft of the Framework (in Arabic, Chinese, English and Spanish) and a PDF copy of the following survey are
available at the Green-e Energy International Framework Criteria page on the Green-e website (opens in a new window) for
you to view before completing the survey. This page also contains further background on the Framework and its use as a
way to develop regional standards for Green-e Energy certification.

Feedback will be accepted until midnight Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) on Friday February 24, 2017. You may submit
feedback through the following survey, which is preferred, or by emailing written comments to comments@green-e.org.  If
you are submitting written comments, please review the survey PDF for the specific questions on which we are seeking
feedback. Comments on any part of the Framework are welcome, however.

Green-e Energy is a program of the NGO Center for Resource Solutions ("CRS").  Based on comments received in this
second comment period for the Framework, CRS intends to bring a revised version of the Framework to the Green-e
Governance Board for review and approval.  If deemed necessary, however, a third comment period will be conducted.

Posted on January 26, 2017

Center for Resource Solutions
1012 Torney Ave. 2nd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94129 USA
www.resource-solutions.org

www.green-e.org
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2. Respondent
Background

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

1. What type of organization do you work for? Check all that apply.*

Investor-owned electric service provider

Co-op electric service provider

Municipal electric service provider

Electric service provider in a deregulated electricity market

Generation Facility Owner / Operator

Energy project developer

Energy investor / financier

Energy attribute certificate seller / marketer / aggregator

Energy attribute certificate or renewable energy purchaser

Environmental non-profit

Other Non-profit or industry organization

Local government

Provincial / State Government

National Government

Other: please describe

Country  

2. In which country do you have the most expertise related to renewable electricity policy and markets? For this survey, we
will interpret your responses as relating primarily to this country, unless you specifically mention other countries or regions in
your written comments.
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Name  

Company  

Country  

Email Address  

3. Although your contact information is not necessary to complete the survey, providing your contact information will help us
if we have follow up questions for you. We will not distribute your contact information; it will only be used for follow-up
related to the Standard.  By providing your email address, you are consenting to being contacted for such follow-up

4. Please select the which language you will use to provide written responses to this survey:

Arabic

Chinese

English

Spanish
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This survey is designed to collect your feedback at the level of detail you wish to provide, and does not
require you to click through all of the sections in order to submit your feedback.  Green-e appreciates your
detailed thoughts, and so the more information you can provide the stronger and more impactful the
Framework will be.

On the following page, you will be able to write in any general comments you have on the Framework.

Green-e also seeks feedback on a number of specific questions about the Framework, and these will be
asked subsequent to the general comments page.  If you only wish to provide general comments, you may
skip these questions.

Following the specific questions, certain sections that have been more heavily edited since the last draft of
the Framework are highlighted.  You may enter comments you have that are related to these sections
and/or any other particular sections of the Framework.  These comments are also optional and may be
skipped, but section-specific comments will allow you to offer very targeted feedback on language, intent,
details of individual rules, and the like.

To view the Framework, and the PDF of this survey that contains specific questions for which we are
seeking feedback, please visit http://green-e.org/getcert_re_international.shtml (opens in new window).  

Thank you very much for offering your feedback to help advance credible renewable electricity use and
certification!

3. Survey Format and
Organization

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period
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4. General Comments on the
Framework

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

5. In the comment box below you may enter any comments you have about the Framework.  Keep in mind that if you choose
to continue to the next sections of this survey you will be able to provide much more detail, and may wish to skip this general
comments box.  However, you are welcome to only provide comments in this box without continuing to the more detailed
sections that follow.

6. Do you wish to continue to the detailed questions on the Framework?  If you select "No" you will be taken to the final page
of this survey where you may submit your responses.
*

Yes, continue to the detailed questions

No, skip to the final page of the survey
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In order for biomass to be included in a Regional Standard, there must be specific stakeholder support, as
well as a process to define sustainable biomass for the Region, which includes the input of relevant
Regional environmental organizations.   The Framework contains the minimum requirements for biomass
resources used to generate electricity in a Region, and these minimum requirements serve as the baseline
for the development of Region-specific biomass criteria.

5. III.A.6
Biomass

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

7. Are there any resources or conditions that are missing from the biomass eligibility criteria in the Framework?

8. What type(s) of resources should be specifically excluded from eligible biomass resources for all Regions?

9. If you think that there are any criteria that would not be applicable in a particular Region, please list the Region and the
specific criteria that would not apply.
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Eligible generators should be connected to an electricity grid so that the electricity generated is delivered to
the pool of electricity to which the user of a Green-e Energy certified Renewable Energy Product is
connected.  Delivery to a grid under the same jurisdiction/oversight is also acceptable, because the
methods of claiming and accounting for the generation and use of renewable electricity should be the
same between the two grids.  For example, if the grid of an island belonging to the Region had similar
rules and treatment of renewables as the rest of the Region, generation and consumption on that island
could be certified under a single Regional Standard with the rest of the Region, even though the grids of
the island and the rest of the Region are not physically interconnected.

Green-e Energy seeks feedback on this treatment of grids in general, as well as how to define which
specific characteristics grids must have to be included as part of a Region, as opposed to being treated as
their own Region.

6. III.D.2 Grid-Connected
Generators

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

If you answered "No", please explain what should be changed about the language.

10. Are the requirements in the Framework regarding grid connectivity broad enough to allow for all Regions, and more
specifically your region, to participate?

Yes

No

11. Are there any additional rules that you would think should be added to the minimum level for grid connectivity
requirements that should apply to all Regions?

12. How should the Framework treat countries/Regions that are made up of many smaller disparate grids that may not be
interconnected with one another?
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There may be Regions and cases where the electricity from on-site generation should be treated
differently, based on whether the electricity is sold back to the grid or consumed on-site.  The Framework
language allows a Regional Standard to treat each type of on-site generation in a way that is appropriate to
the Region.  Each Regional Standard will contain rules on the final treatment of generation from on-site
electricity in the Region.

As an example to illustrate the language in Section III.D.3.b: A building owner installs a large solar array on
the roof of the building and sells electricity to the grid when the array produces more electricity than the
building consumes in a given hour.  At other times, the solar array produces less than the building
consumes, and so there is no electricity exported to the grid at those times.  The building may do one of
the following:

A.      Retire EACs from the generation that it consumes from the solar array, and sell solar power to the
grid from the excess generation of the array.  In this case, the building may claim to be partially solar
powered, only by the generation that is not exported to the grid.  The portion of the power exported to the
grid would be eligible for use in a Green-e Energy certified Renewable Energy Product, under Section
III.D.3.b.i of the Framework.

B.      Retire EACs from all of the generation from the array, and sell power to the grid that is not
considered solar, since the EACs are not available to be sold to another party.  In this case, the building
may claim to be solar powered for the portion of its load the rooftop array covers.  No EACs would be
available to sell in a Green-e Energy certified Renewable Energy Product.  Or, if the solar array produces a
large enough amount over a one-year period, the building may be able retire enough EACs to claim to be
fully solar powered and still have EACs, equal to the excess generation delivered to the grid, to sell that
would be eligible under Section III.D.3.b.i of the Framework.

C.      Sell off all EACs from all solar electricity generation, and not make any claims about using solar
power for any of the building’s electricity use.  In this case, EACs from the electricity that is not exported to
the grid (the electricity that must follow the path of least resistance into the building) would be eligible
under Section III.D.3.b.ii of the Framework.

Regional policies or laws, different generator ownership structures, and other criteria that may affect EAC
ownership in claims in any of the above examples, are covered in other sections of the Framework and
Regional Standards.

7. III.D.3 Customer-Sited
Generators

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period
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13. Green-e Energy would like feedback on the distinctions in the examples above and in Section III.D.3.b.i and ii of the
Framework.

The differentiation in sections i and ii are clear and appropriate

The section text would benefit from the following revisions:

14. In which markets / Regions should only excess generation metered back into the grid (III.D.3.b.i) be eligible under a
Regional Standard?

15. Under what circumstances should the sale of EACs from generation that flows into the building (III.D.3.b.ii) be eligible for
use in a Green-e Energy certified Renewable Energy Product?
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Tracking systems will be required in certain types of electricity markets, where qualifying tracking systems
are available.  Green-e Energy seeks further feedback on the details of when tracking systems should be
required, what information they should be required to provide and what criteria should be changed or
added in this section.

8. V.B.2 Use of Renewable Energy Tracking
Systems

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

16. Specific to criterion 2 in this section, what other statistics should a tracking system publish in order to be eligible?

17. What details are missing from existing criteria, and what new criteria should be added to this section?

18. Under what circumstances, if any, should tracking systems not be required in markets that use EACs for renewable
electricity trading, ownership and claims?
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In the following section of this survey Green-e Energy highlights the sections of the Framework that were
most heavily edited (other than those already included in the preceding questions) compared to the
previous version of the document. You will have the opportunity to comment on these sections, as well as
space to provide comments on any other section of the Framework.

9. Feedback on Other Sections of the
Framework

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

19. Do you wish to provide any more comments on the Framework?  If you select "No" you will be taken to the final page of
this survey where you may submit your responses.
*

Yes, continue to provide feedback on other sections

No, skip to the final page of the survey
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10. Feedback on Sections I and
II

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

20. I.A Definitions

The definition of Reporting Year was added, which is more detailed than the basic definition in the Glossary. Other
definitions were edited for clarity.

21. II.B Renewable Energy Provider, Contract and Generator Ownership Types

The order of the section was changed and some definitions were clarified.

22. If you have comments on other parts of Sections I or II please enter them below.  Please include the section number of
the section on which you are commenting.
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11. Feedback on Sections III.A and
III.B

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

23. III.A Eligible Sources of Supply

Many resource descriptions were edited.  The potential for generator certification as a means to address Region-specific
environmental impacts was moved from applying only to hydropower to being possible for any resource type, based on
stakeholder feedback and market need during the development of a Regional Standard.  Biomass will only be included in a
Regional Standard if stakeholders express specific interest and relevant environmental stakeholders are included in the
process to develop Region-specific biomass eligibility rules. A section was added on biomass fuels that are excluded from
eligibility, such as palm oil and palm oil production-related products.

24. III.B Vintage of Eligible Renewable Generation

The default vintage period was changed.  The US vintage rules were approved as a difference from what is in the current
Framework draft, which could also happen in other Regions if a reason for such a change can be demonstrated, but in
general most new Regional Standards would contain a vintage period of the calendar year of sale (the Reporting Year).
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12. Feedback on Sections III.C, III.D and III.E -
III.G

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

25. III.C Generator Age and “New Date”

This section was reorganized for clarity.  Detail on long-term contracts that extend beyond the New Date were added.

26. III.D Regulatory Surplus: Renewable Quotas, Targets, Other Mandates and Incentives

This section was reorganized to clarify the rules and provide various examples.

27. If you have comments on Sections III.E - III.G please enter them below.  Please include the section number of the
section on which you are commenting.
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13. Feedback on Sections IV -
VIII

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

28. IV.A Fully Aggregated Renewable Generation Attributes

Language was added to allow a renewable electricity generator that is generating offsets to retire their offsets in order to sell
eligible renewable electricity/EACs for the electricity that had generated offsets.  Language was also added to require
Participants to disclose when certain carbon attributes are not available under a carbon cap and trade program.

29. V.D Additional Requirements for Electricity Products

All three subsections were edited for clarity and consistency.

30. VII. Current Regional Standards

Current Regional Standards will be listed on the Green-e website rather than being listed individually in the Framework, so
that the Framework does not have to be updated every time a new Regional Standard is published.

31. If you have comments on Sections IV - VIII please enter them below.  Please include the section number of the section
on which you are commenting.
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Thank you for your thoughts, comments and time in completing this survey.  Green-e Energy will compile
all responses for the consideration of the Green-e Governance Board, who will discuss and vote on how to
proceed with the development of the Framework.

When you click "Finish and Submit Responses" below, your comments will be submitted and you will not
be able to go back and edit them.  If you wish to go back and revise any of your responses before
submitting your feedback, please do so and then return to this page to submit your final feedback by
11:59pm Pacific Time on Friday, February 24, 2017.

14.
Conclusion

Green-e Energy Framework: Second Comment Period

Thank you again for your support of markets for voluntary renewable energy use!
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	Thank you for your thoughts, comments and time in completing this survey.  Green-e Energy will compile all responses for the consideration of the Green-e Governance Board, who will discuss and vote on how to proceed with the development of the Framework.  When you click "Finish and Submit Responses" below, your comments will be submitted and you will not be able to go back and edit them.  If you wish to go back and revise any of your responses before submitting your feedback, please do so and then return to this page to submit your final feedback by 11:59pm Pacific Time on Friday, February 24, 2017.
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