
Green-e® References and 
Endorsements
PUBLICATION DATE: MARCH 3 ,  202 3



2

GREEN-E® REFERENCES AND ENDORSEMENTS

Table of Contents
Introduction ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������3

Green-e® International Citations ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������4

RE100 �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������5

CDP �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 9

U�S� Green Building Council (USGBC) LEED �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������12

World Resources Institute (WRI) ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������15

Greenhouse Gas Protocol �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������17

The Green Restaurant Association �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 18

International Living Future Institute �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������19

AASHE STARS ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������21

B Corporation �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������24

Energy Efficient Codes Coalition (EECC) �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������25

Global Electronics Council (GEC)�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������26

International Code Council (ICC) �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������27

Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������28

BSR �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������29

Green-e® U�S�/Canada Citations ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������32

U�S� Department of Energy Guide to Purchasing Green Power ���������������������������������������������������������������������������33

Canada Green Building Council (CAGBC) ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 34

United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������35

National Resources Defense Council (NRDC) ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 38

MeetGreen®    �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������40

Sustainable Purchasing Leadership Council (SPLC) ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������41



3

GREEN-E® REFERENCES AND ENDORSEMENTS

Introduction

References to Green-e® Certification Programs

There are many organizations that develop standards and certifications to support progress toward a 

clean energy future� These U�S�/Canada National and International organizations and associations promote  

renewable energy use, energy efficiency, and/or actions that quickly and effectively reduce negative 

environmental impacts� 

3rd party certification, as offered by CRS's Green-e® Programs, provides energy buyers with independent 

assurances that their purchase is making an important beneficial impact on the environment. Many standard 

setters, NGOs, and government agencies recommend Green-e® or "certification" in guidance, requirements, or 

choose it for their own purchasing�

Those organizations that reference Green-e® certification in public materials are collected in the pages that 

follow�

For more information about the Green-e® certification programs visit www.green-e.org

http://www.green-e.org


4

GREEN-E® REFERENCES AND ENDORSEMENTS

Green-e® International Citations
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About RE100
• RE100 is the global initiative that brings together more than 350 corporations committed to 100% renewable 

electricity 

• Members are present in 175 different markets 

• Their demand surpasses 390 TWh per year
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RE100 Technical Criteria
• The document "RE100 Technical Criteria" defines valid purchases of renewable energy 

• Criteria are established by the RE100 Technical Advisory Group, in consultation with member companies, and 

with the approval of the RE100 Board of Directors 

• To participate in the program, an independent verification is required, and in accordance with an available 

Standard

"Retail programs or products shall be certified 
or sales shall otherwise be verified by a third 
party to ensure the exclusive ownership 
and accurate delivery of attributes (e�g� the 
Green-e Energy certification program for 
renewable electricity products the U�S� and 
Canada)�"

"Retail products shall be certified or sales 
shall otherwise be verified by a third party to 
ensure the accurate and exclusive delivery 
of certificates as well as an exclusive claim 
on the attributes (e�g� the Green-e Energy 
certification program for REC products the 
U�S� and Canada)�"

https://www.there100.org/sites/re100/files/2020-10/RE100%20Technical%20Criteria.pdf
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RE100 Reporting Guidance 2022
• The document "RE100 Reporting Guidance 2022" defines how companies must report their progress�

• REC certification by a third party is required

“Retail products shall be certified, or sales 
shall otherwise be verified by a third party to 
ensure the accurate and exclusive delivery 
of certificates as well as an exclusive claim 
on the attributes (e�g�, the Green-e Energy 
certification program for REC products the 
U�S� and Canada)�”

https://www.there100.org/sites/re100/files/2022-04/RE100%20Reporting%20Guidance%202022_2.pdf
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RE100 FAQ
• The FAQ of the RE100 website references the Green-e® Standard when addressing vintage limitations for 

certification

“The Green-e® Standard has a 21-month 
vintage requirement which RE100 
recommends as a reasonable practice�”

https://www.there100.org/sites/re100/files/2022-04/RE100 FAQs - April 2022 update_0.pdf
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CDP
• CDP manages the global environmental reporting framework ¨Carbon Disclosure Project¨

• More than 8,400 corporations have reported their environmental performance through CDP

• Almost a fifth of global greenhouse gas emissions are reported through CDP

• It is the richest and most complete inventory of corporate and city emissions in the world, providing 

transparency and accountability to investors and decision makers

“When sourcing contractual instruments, 
CDP recommends that companies follow 
the Green-e standard when it comes to the 
vintage of certificates, as this standard is 
recognized as best practice�”

CDP Technical Note: Accounting of Scope 2 emissions
• The guide ¨CDP Technical Note: Accounting of Scope 2 emissions̈  aims to explain how to report carbon 

emissions associated with electricity consumption

• It highlights how certifications complement tracking systems, adding quality and certainty to market 

participants

https://cdn.cdp.net/cdp-production/cms/guidance_docs/pdfs/000/000/415/original/CDP-Accounting-of-Scope-2-Emissions.pdf?1617880167
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“In addition to the issuance, tracking of 
properties and guarantee of the chain of 
custody, there can be certification schemes 
that will testify for the appropriate use of 
an instrument for a given purpose� These 
certification systems (or labels) can be based 
on appropriate tracking systems and add 
important assurances and quality criteria. 
An example of certification is the Green-e 
energy9 program in the USA�”

https://cdn.cdp.net/cdp-production/cms/guidance_docs/pdfs/000/000/415/original/CDP-Accounting-of-Scope-2-Emissions.pdf?1617880167
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“Green-e is the trusted global leader in 
clean energy and carbon offset certification� 
Green-e Energy Residual Mix Emissions Rates 
(2018) can be used by electricity users in the 
U�S� and Canada for calculating the Scope 2 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions associated 
with unspecified sources of electricity (i�e� 
any portion of electricity use for which 
specified sources of electricity have not been 
purchased)�”

CRS publishes annual Residual Mix Emissions Data for the U�S� each Spring (for the most recent complete data 

year)� Data is publicly available at https://www�green-e�org/residual-mix

https://cdn.cdp.net/cdp-production/cms/guidance_docs/pdfs/000/000/415/original/CDP-Accounting-of-Scope-2-Emissions.pdf?1617880167
https://www.green-e.org/residual-mix
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U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) LEED
• The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) certifies over 100,000 buildings through LEED – the building design, 

operation, and construction certification program

• LEED is the world's leading certification for sustainable buildings

LEED v.4.1 Renewable Energy
• Green-e® Energy is referenced in LEED v4�1’s “Renewable Energy” credit

• Green-e® Energy certification is required for all purchases from generators 6-15 years old, and for certain REC 

purchases from generators up to 5 years old�

“Green power and RECs must be Green-e 
Energy Certified or the equivalent...” “Carbon 
offsets may be used to mitigate Scope 1 or 
Scope 2 emissions on a metric ton of carbon 
dioxide–equivalent basis and must be 
Green-e Climate certified, or the equivalent.”

http://: https://www.usgbc.org/credits/existing-buildings-schools-existing-buildings-retail-existing-buildings-hospitality-existi-9?return=/credits/existing-buildings/v4
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LEED v.4 Green Power and Carbon Offsets
• Green-e® referenced in USGBC’s “Green power and carbon offsets” credit in LEED v�4

• Sourcing of Green-e® Energy certified renewable energy and Green-e® Climate certified offsets is required

“Green power and RECs must be Green-e 
Energy certified or the equivalent...”  “Carbon 
offsets may be used to mitigate Scope 1 or 
Scope 2 emissions on a metric ton of carbon 
dioxide–equivalent basis and must be 
Green-e Climate certified, or the equivalent.” 

https://www.usgbc.org/credits/new-construction-schools-new-construction-retail-new-construction-healthcare-data-centers--1
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World Resources Institute (WRI)
• “WRI is a global nonprofit organization that works with leaders in government, business and civil society to 

research, design, and carry out practical solutions that simultaneously improve people’s lives and ensure 

nature can thrive”

• 12 international offices

• Partners with 50 countries

WRI FAQ on Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs)
• In response to a question about sourcing RECs from a reputable source, WRI references Green-e® 

“The most common certification standard 
is Green-e®, which is administered by the 
Center for Resource Solutions� Green-e® 
certifies renewable electricity products to 
meet the program’s strict environmental 
and consumer protection standards, which 
ensure the electricity and its associated RECs 
are produced by the purported renewable 
generation facility, delivered in the amount 
specified, and not claimed by more than one 
party�”

https://www.wri.org/research/bottom-line-renewable-energy-certificates
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WRI Guide to Purchasing Green Power

To help consumers more easily identify green 
power products, the “Green-e” Renewable 
Energy Certification Program is working to 
build market-based, consensus definitions 
for environmentally-preferable renewable 
electricity and renewable energy certificates� 
The Green-e program, administered by the 
non-profit Center for Resource Solutions (CRS), 
certifies and verifies renewable electricity 
products in competitive power markets, as 
well as utility green pricing programs and 
in national markets for RECs. Further details 
about Green-e certification are available from 
the Green-e Web sites listed in Chapter 10�

• In WRI’s ”Guide to Purchasing Green Power”, Green-e® is introduced and referenced as a certification 

program that identifies green power�

https://www.wri.org/research/guide-purchasing-green-power
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Greenhouse Gas Protocol
• The GHG Protocol is the global standard for corporate CO2 emissions accounting and mitigation measures

• Determines how to present accurate, complete, and transparent reports regarding corporate emissions

• Convened by the World Resources Institute (WRI), and the World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development (WBCSD), a coalition of 170 international companies based in Geneva

• 9 out of 10 Fortune 500 companies that have reported to the CDP use the GHG Protocol

Greenhouse Gas Protocol Standard
• Green-e® referenced in “Top Ten Questions about the Scope 2 Guidance”

It’s a matter of which instruments convey 
those emissions to which customers—and 
policy makers, 3rd party certification (like 
Green-e) and supplier programs can all 
influence this through program design and 
eligibility�

https://ghgprotocol.org/blog/top-ten-questions-about-scope-2-guidance
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The Green Restaurant Association
• The Green Restaurant Association is a non-profit that certifies the transparency of restaurants’ green claims

• “GRA has made it accessible for thousands of restaurants to become more environmentally sustainable in 

Energy, Water, Waste, Food, Chemicals, Disposables, & Building”

GRA Energy Standard
• Green-e® referenced in GRA’s Energy Standard

• Participants can earn GRA’s GreenPoints™ by sourcing from Green-e® Energy certified sellers

“Green-e Energy Certified or EKOenergy label 
renewable energy credits (RECs)”

http://www.dinegreen.com/energy-standard
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International Living Future Institute And 
Their Living Building Challenge
• International Living Future Institute is is a non-profit organization offering green building and infrastructure 

solutions with a mission to lead and support the transformation toward communities that are socially just, 

culturally rich, and ecologically restorative�

• The Institute administers the Living Building Challenge, a building performance standard that puts itself 

forward as a philosophy, an advocacy tool, and a certification program�

International Living Future Institute 
Zero Carbon Certification
• Green-e® referenced in International Living Future Institute’s “Zero Carbon Certification” Standard

• In purchasing carbon offsets, Green-e® Climate certification (or an equivalent program) is required

“Carbon offsets must be certified by Green-e 
Climate (www�green-e.org), or an equivalent 
program� Other certification programs must 
be submitted to the Dialogue for approval�”

https://living-future.org/zero-carbon/zero-carbon-certification/
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International Living Future Institute 
Example of Building Certification
• Green-e® referenced in International Living Future Institute’s building certification of the NRDC’s San 

Francisco office

• NRDC purchased Green-e® Climate certified carbon offsets

EMBODIED CARBON FOOTPRINT – 49�6 TCO2e

AMOUNT OFFSET – 58 tonnes of Green-e Climate 
Certified Carbon Offsets

PROJECT – Green-e Climate Landfill Gas Carbon 
Offset

PROVIDER – Renewable Choice Energy

WEBSITE – http://www�renewablechoice�com/

CARBON CALCULATOR – Environment Agency 
Carbon Calculator for Construction Activities

https://living-future.org/case-studies/natural-resources-defense-council-san-francisco-office/
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The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education’s Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment & Rating System (AASHE STARS)
• A project of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE), STARS is 

intended to engage and recognize the full spectrum of colleges and universities—from community colleges 

to research universities, and from institutions just starting their sustainability programs to long-time campus 

sustainability leaders

• Institutions that are pursuing a STARS Bronze, Silver, Gold or Platinum rating earn points for purchased RECs 

that are Green-e® Energy certified 

AASHE STARS OP 2: Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions
• Green-e® Energy and Green-e® Climate are referenced in points awarded for measuring and reducing 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions (OP 2) in the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System (STARS) 

v2�2

“Green-e Climate is a retail standard and 
certification for carbon offsets that requires use 
of high-quality offset project standards like VCS 
and Gold Standard and also provide assurances 
related to the accurate and exclusive sale and 
delivery of carbon offsets in the retail market.”

https://stars.aashe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/STARS-2.2-Technical-Manual.pdf
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AASHE STARS OP 6: Clean and Renewable Energy
• Green-e® Energy and Green-e® Climate are referenced in points awarded for generating, using, and/or 

purchasing Clean and Renewable Energy (OP 6) in the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System 

(STARS) v2�2

“Purchasing RECs, Guarantees of Origin (GOs), 
International RECs (I-RECs), or equivalent 
unbundled renewable energy products certified 
by a third party (e�g�, Green-e or EKOenergy)�”

https://stars.aashe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/STARS-2.2-Technical-Manual.pdf
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“Consistent with the Green-e Framework for 
Renewable Energy Certification, clean and renewable 
energy sources include the following systems ���"

“To qualify, a biofuel must fully meet Green-e criteria, 
for example by addressing potential social and 
environmental impacts�”

“See the Center for Resource Solutions Green-e 
Framework for Renewable Energy Certification for 
more information�”

“Green-e, a program of the Center for Resource 
Solutions, is an independent certification and verification 
program for renewable energy and greenhouse gas 
emission reductions in the retail market. Green-e 
Climate is a voluntary certification program launched in 
2008 that sets consumer-protection and environmental-
integrity standards for greenhouse gas (GHG) emission 
reductions sold in the voluntary market. Green-e Energy 
is an independent certification and verification program 
for renewable energy�”

https://stars.aashe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/STARS-2.2-Technical-Manual.pdf
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B Corporation
• Certified B Corporations meet comprehensive and transparent social and environmental standards and 

legally expand their corporate responsibilities to include consideration of interests of all stakeholders, 

including employees, suppliers, community and the environment

• By becoming a B Corporation, companies leverage their leadership to influence the market beyond the 

success of their individual company, helping to build a new sector of the economy which harnesses the 

power of private enterprise for public benefit

• Over the long term, the growing B Corporation community builds constituency for the creation of mission-

aligned capital markets and tax, investment, and purchasing incentives for B Corporations

B Impact Assessment
• Green-e® explained and referenced in the Explanation tab of the question “What percentage of energy use is 

produced from low-impact renewable sources?”

• In order to access this reference, an account must be created

For the purposes of the B Impact Assessment, 
Green-e definitions qualify...

https://www.bcorporation.net/en-us/programs-and-tools/b-impact-assessment
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Energy Efficient Codes Coalition (EECC)
• Dynamic efficiency gains in the nation's model energy code can mean billions of dollars in utility bill savings 

for home and commercial building owners/occupants, more stable electricity grids, reduced reliance 

on energy imports and fewer greenhouse gas emissions� After uniting leaders in the policy, business, 

construction, utility, low-income advocacy and environmental arenas to win a 30% efficiency boost in 

America's model energy code, the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC), the Energy Efficient 

Codes Coalition is now campaigning to put future IECCs on a path of continued progress

Energy Efficient Codes Coalition 2024 
International Energy Conservation Code
• Green-e® referenced in EECC’s 2024 IECC section C405.15.4 Renewable energy certificate purchase

“A building that qualifies for one or more of the 
exceptions to Section C405�15�1 and where it can 
be demonstrated to the code official that the 
requirements of Section C405.15.2 cannot be met, 
the building owner shall contract for renewable 
electricity products complying with the Green-e 
Energy National Standard for Renewable 
Electricity products equivalent to five times the 
amount of total off-site renewable�”

https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/IECC2024P1CE_2022-09-07-ce-reduced.pdf
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Global Electronics Council
• The Global Electronics Council (GEC) is a nonprofit on a mission to increase the sustainability of how IT 

products are designed, manufactured and purchased

• Its EPEAT program, the leading global ecolabel for IT products, establishes leadership criteria that address 

a broad range of sustainability impacts, including climate change, and provides independent verification of 

manufacturers’ claims

IEEE Standard for Environmental and Social 
Responsibility Assessment of Computers and Displays
• The EPEAT online Registry helps private and public large-scale purchasers around the world find more 

sustainable IT products

• EPEAT’s Computers and Displays Category criteria requires manufacturers to demonstrate their renewable 

energy supply is third party certified to the Green-e® Renewable Energy Standard for Canada and the United 

States, or equivalent where not available

“In countries or regions where it is available 
as of the date of publication of this standard 
manufacturer shall demonstrate that eligible 
renewable energy supply options used by their 
suppliers are third party certified to the Green-e 
National Energy Standard or equivalent qualified 
renewable energy standard (i�e�, as listed in the 
Additional details section)�”

https://epeat.net/
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International Code Council (ICC)
• International Code Council (ICC) is a member-focused association dedicated to developing model codes and 

standards used in the design, build and compliance process to construct safe, sustainable, affordable and 

resilient structures

• Many U.S. communities and global markets choose the ICC-published International Codes® (I-Codes®) as their 

adopted codes, or work with ICC on a custom version of the codes

2021 International Green Construction Code
• The 2021 International Green Construction Code references the Green-e® Energy Standard 

Building projects that demonstrate to the AHJ 
that they cannot comply with Section 7�4�1�1 
shall contract for renewable electricity products 
complying with the Green-e Energy National 
Standard for Renewable Electricity products of 
not less than 1�2 MWh/ft? (12�6 MWh/m?) of gross 
floor area of conditioned spaces and semiheated 
spaces, or an amount equal to 100% of the 
modeled annual energy use multiplied by 20 
years, whichever is less� 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IGCC2021P2/chapter-7-energy-efficiency
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Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB)
• "SASB Standards guide the disclosure of financially material sustainability information by companies to 

their investors� Available for 77 industries, the Standards identify the subset of environmental, social, and 

governance issues most relevant to financial performance in each industry"

Telecommunication Services Sustainability 
Accounting Standard
• Green-e® is referenced under Accounting Metrics in the Environmental Footprint of Operations 

section of the Telecommunication Services standard�

“Energy from biomass sources is limited to 
materials certified to a third-party standard (e�g�, 
Forest Stewardship Council, Sustainable Forest 
Initiative, Programme for the Endorsement 
of Forest Certification, or American Tree Farm 
System), materials considered eligible sources 
of supply according to the Green-e Framework 
for Renewable Energy Certification, Version 
1�0 (2017) or Green-e regional standards, and/or 
materials that are eligible for an applicable state 
renewable portfolio standard�”

https://www.sasb.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Telecommunication_Services_Standard_2018.pdf
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BSR
• "BSR™ is a sustainable business network and consultancy focused on creating a world in which all people 

can thrive on a healthy planet� With offices in Asia, Europe, and North America, BSR™ provides its 300+ 

member companies with insight, advice, and collaborative initiatives to help them see a changing world 

more clearly, create long-term value, and scale impact"

Documentation Requirements for Supplier-
Procured Renewable Energy
• Green-e® recommended by BSR for certain renewable energy procurement types

https://cebuyers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/WHITE-PAPER_DOCUMENTATION-REQUIREMENTS-FOR-SUPPLIER-PROCURED-RE_2018.pdf
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“An unbundled REC contract generally comes 
with documentation from the REC supplier or 
broker that would likely be sufficient if it includes 
the following: 1) receiving facility, 2) specific 
MWh amount (# of RECs), 3) vintage, 4) coverage 
period, 5) renewable energy source/type 6) region 
(e�g�, PJM, national), 7) Green-e certification or 
similar (proof of quality), 8) percent coverage and 
9) proof of retirement�”

https://cebuyers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/WHITE-PAPER_DOCUMENTATION-REQUIREMENTS-FOR-SUPPLIER-PROCURED-RE_2018.pdf
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GHG Emission Accounting, Renewable Energy 
Purchases, and Zero-Carbon Reporting:  Issues and 
Considerations for the Colocation Data Center Industry

"Additionally, double-counting of renewable 
energy purchases by multiple companies 
accounting for the same emissions as scope 
2 is addressed by the North America CRS 
Green-e Program�7 CRS states in its Summary 
of WRI Scope 2 Guidance that “Green-e Energy 
specifically restricts double claims on renewable 
energy certificates (RECs)�"

https://cebuyers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/WHITE-PAPER_GHG-EMISSIONS-ACCOUNTING-RE-PURCHASES-AND-ZERO-CARBON-REPORTING_2017.pdf
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Green-e® U.S./Canada Citations
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U.S. Department of Energy Guide to 
Purchasing Green Power
• In U.S. Department of Energy's ”Guide to Purchasing Green Power”, Green-e® is introduced and referenced as 

a certification program that identifies green power�

"The Green-e program, administered by the 
nonprofit Center for Resource Solutions, uses 
its stakeholder-driven eligibility criteria to 
certify and verifyrenewable energy products�"

"Green-e has coordinated the development 
of market-based, consensus definitions 
for environmentally preferable renewable 
electricity and RECs�"

https://www.wri.org/research/guide-purchasing-green-power
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Canada Green Building Council (CAGBC)
• "The Canada Green Building Council supports the building sector’s transition to buildings that are better for 

people and the planet"

• CAGBC comprises of 1,100 corporate members and over 14,000 individual members

• “CAGBC provides the products and services the building sector needs to construct and manage buildings 

that are easier on resources, healthier for people, and more cost-effective”

Canada Green Building Council’s Zero 
Building Design Standard
• Green-e® referenced in CAGBC’s June 2022 Issue of Zero Carbon Building Design Standard

“All PPAs must be certified by either ECOLOGO or 
Green-e® Energy, or meet the requirements outlined in 
Appendix II - Requirements for Bundled Green Power 
Products that are not ECOLOGO or Green-e® Energy 
Certified� All power must be from green power facilities 
in Canada�”

“All utility green power must be certified by either 
ECOLOGO or Green-e® Energy, or meet the requirements 
outlined in Appendix II - Requirements for Bundled 
Green Power Products that are not ECOLOGO or 
Green-e® Energy Certified�”

“All RECs must be certified by ECOLOGO or Green-e® 
Energy and generated from green power facilities 
located in Canada�”

https://www.cagbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/CAGBC_Zero_Carbon_Building-Design_Standard_v3.pdf
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United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA)
• The US EPA’s main mission is to “protect human health and the environment”

• They have developed and enforced national standards and help those who cannot follow or comply with 

those regulations

Green Power Purchases at EPA
• Green-e® certification is referenced on the EPA's webpage about Green Power Purchases

• The EPA also recommends certification and verification in their "RECs: Making Green Power Possible" video.

“EPA obtained 7.377 million kilowatt-hours (kWh) 
of Green-e certified RECs to supplement onsite 
renewable generation in FY 2021�”

https://www.epa.gov/greeningepa/green-power-purchases-epa
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EPA's Annual Energy Management Report: Fiscal Year 2020
• Green-e® referenced in the EPA's Energy Management Report in 2020

• The EPA procured 7 million kWh of Green-e® certified renewable electricity

“EPA initiated a procurement through the 
General Services Administration (GSA) for a total 
of 7 million kWh of Green-e certified renewable 
energy certificates (RECs) to supplement its 
onsite renewable generation�"

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-08/greening_epa_update_8_3_2021_fy_2020_epa_annual_energy_management_report_narrative_508.pdf
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EPA’s Guide to Purchasing Green Power
• Green-e® referenced throughout the EPA’s Guide to Purchasing Green Power

“The Green-e program, administered by the 
nonprofit Center for Resource Solutions, uses 
its stakeholder-driven eligibility criteria to certify 
and verify renewable energy products� Green-e 
has coordinated the development of market-
based, consensus definitions for environmentally 
preferable renewable electricity and RECs�”

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-01/documents/purchasing_guide_for_web.pdf
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National Resources Defense Council (NRDC)
• “NRDC works to safeguard the earth—its people, its plants and animals, and the natural systems on which all 

life depends”

• Currently has 6 programs

• More than 3 million members and 700 scientists, lawyers, and policy advocates with NRDC

• ”Fighting polluters since 1970”

NRDC Article References 
• Green-e® Climate referenced in article, “Should You Buy Carbon Offsets” written by Brian Palmer

“Below them are retail certification programs, like 
Green-e Climate, which help individuals identify 
reliable carbon offset sellers�”

https://www.nrdc.org/stories/should-you-buy-carbon-offsets
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NRDC Article References  
• Green-e® certified RECs referenced in article, “NRDC’s Commitment to Green Starts with Its Offices” written 

by Melissa Denchak

“The office offset renovation-generated carbon 
emissions with carbon credits and purchases of 
green power, in the form of Green-e certified 
Renewable Energy Credits�”

“Carbon credits offset emissions caused by the 
renovation, and the office offsets its regular 
electricity consumption with Green-e certified 
Renewable Energy Credits�”

https://www.nrdc.org/stories/nrdcs-commitment-green-starts-its-offices
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MeetGreen®  
• MeetGreen® works with progressive global organizations to integrate sustainable practices and produce 

conferences and events rooted in sustainability

• With nearly 30 years of direct assessment experience in the built environment, MeetGreen assembled and 

refined one of the largest repositories of data on the planet regarding the convening of people, nuances of 

their choices and supply chains, as well as their associated wide-ranging environmental impacts

MeetGreen® Event Calculator
• In the MeetGreen® Event Calculator, Green-e® is referenced as an example of an acceptable third-party 

certification required for any carbon offset procured

"Must be third-party certified, through a program 
such as Green-e"

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/organisations/center-resource-solutions
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SPLC Guidance for Leadership in Sustainable Purchasing

“Search for certified Green-E offset options when 
local electricity markets have no renewable 
energy options and onsite renewable energy is 
not practical”

“Search for certified Green-E power options”

• SPLC's Guidance for Leadership in Sustainable Purchasing recommends purchasing Green-e  Energy certified 

renewable energy for businesses that want to reduce the environmental impact of their electricity use

• It includes a section on reducing the impact of electricity use and recommends both implementing energy 

conservation measures and buying Green-e® Energy certified renewable energy

Sustainable Purchasing Leadership Council (SPLC)
• Sustainable Purchasing Leadership Council is a nonprofit organization with the mission to support and 

recognize purchasing leadership that accelerates the transition to a prosperous and sustainable future

https://www.sustainablepurchasing.org/guidance/
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SPLC Guidance for Leadership in Sustainable Purchasing
• SPLC references CRS trainings, energy buyer educational support materials throughout

• It includes a section on reducing the impact of electricity use and recommends both implementing energy 

conservation measures and buying Green-e® Energy certified renewable energy 

“Key Considerations for Renewable Energy 
Procurement (CRS)”

“Center for Resource Solutions (CRS)”

https://www.sustainablepurchasing.org/guidance/
https://www.sustainablepurchasing.org/guidance/
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